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fiction
When college student 
Megs approaches author 
C.S. Lewis with her 
younger brother’s request 
to find out if Narnia is 
real, the author instead 
takes her on a magical 
journey through the 
moments in his life that 
led to his greatest 
creation.

For fans of bestselling WWII fiction comes a 
powerful novel from Lynn Austin about three 
women whose lives are instantly changed when 
the Nazis invade the neutral Netherlands, 
forcing each into a complicated dance of 
choice and consequence.
Lena is a wife and mother who farms along-
side her husband in the tranquil countryside. 
Her faith has always been her compass, but 
can she remain steadfast when the questions 
grow increasingly complex and the answers 
could mean the difference between life and 
death?

Murphy Shepherd is a man with 
many secrets. He lives alone on 
an island, tending the grounds of 
a church with no parishioners, 
and he’s dedicated his life to 
rescuing those in peril. But as he 
mourns the loss of his mentor 
and friend, Murph himself may 
be more lost than he realizes.
When he pulls a beautiful woman 
named Summer out of Florida’s 
Intracoastal Waterway, Murph’s 
mission to lay his mentor to rest 
at the end of the world takes a 
dangerous turn. Drawn to 
Summer, and desperate to find 
her missing daughter, Murph is 
pulled deeper and deeper into 
the dark and dangerous world of 
modern-day slavery.

Meet Me in the Margins is a delightfully 
charming jewel of a book that fans of roman-
tic comedy won’t be able to put down—and will 
want to share with all their friends. Readers 
will lose themselves in Melissa Ferguson’s 
witty, warm tale of Savannah Cade and the 
perfectly drawn cast of characters that inhabits 
her world. This literary treat full of missed 
opportunities, second chances, and maybe 
even true love, should be at the top of your 
reading list!”

“Bethany Turner has crafted a delightful, 
witty story with zippy dialogue, warmly 
relatable characters, and hilariously apt pop 
culture references. I found myself sneaking 
off to read just one more chapter. I’m still 
smiling thinking about this book. Reading it 
felt like eating a big bowl of Lucky Charms 
mixed with Fruity Pebbles. A colorful 
explosion of happy.” —Rachel Linden, 
bestselling author of The Enlightenment of 
Bees



christian 
classics
Stemming from Packer's 
profound theological knowl-
edge, Knowing God brings 
together two key facets of the 
Christian faith—knowing about 
God and knowing God 
through a close relationship 
with Jesus Christ. Written in 
an engaging and practical tone, 
this thought-provoking work 
seeks to renew and enrich our 
understanding of God.

From Rudolf Otto's mysteri-
um tremendum to Martin 
Luther's "insanity" and 
Jonathan Edwards's fiery 
sermons, Sproul's classic 
offers an accessible explora-
tion of history and Scripture 
that will help you under-
stand---and live with---the 
tension between God's 
terrifying holiness and his 
inexplicable grace.

Spiritual discipline sounds 
great in theory, but putting it 
into practice takes time and 
determination! Updated and 
revised for a new generation, 
Whitney's guide reveals the 
importance of the disci-
plines; shows how they'll help 
you grow in godliness; and 
offers practical suggestions 
for cultivating them in your 
daily life. Includes in-depth 
discussions.

From one of the foremost 
preachers and Christian 
leaders of his generation, 
The Cross of Christ is a 
classic, accessible, and 
compelling look at the work 
of Christ. At the cross Stott 
finds the majesty and love of 
God disclosed, the sin and 
bondage of the world 
exposed. More than a study 
of the atonement, this book 
brings Scripture into living 
dialogue with Christian 
theology and contemporary 
issues. What emerges is a 
pattern for Christian life 
and worship, hope and 
mission.



Written in the waning days of the 
Roman era, Augustines Confessions 
are the moving diary of a soul's 
journey. From his earliest memories 
of childhood, through his turbulent 
and licentious youth, to his resolute 
conversion at the age of 32, Augus-
tine traces a pilgrimage of 
unbounded grace. Throughout, he 
passionately addresses the spiritual 
questions that have engaged 
thoughtful minds since time began.

The Pilgrim's Progress has inspired readers for over 
three centuries. It is one of the best-loved and most 

widely read books in English literature and is a 
classic of the heroic Puritan tradition and a found-

ing text in the development of the English novel. 
The story of Christian, whose pilgrimage takes him 

through the Slough of Despond, Vanity Fair, and 
the Delectable Mountains, is full of danger and 

adventure. Together with his trusty companions, 
Faithful and Hopeful, he encounters many ene-

mies--the foul fiend Apollyon, Judge Hategood, 
Giant Despair of Doubting Castle--before finally 

arriving at the Celestial City.

After his martyrdom at the hands of the Gestapo in 1945, 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer continued his witness in the hearts 
of Christians around the world. In his book Life Together 
we learn of Pastor Bonhoeffer's experience within Chris-
tian community. This story of a unique fellowship in an 
underground seminary during the Nazi years reads like 
one of Paul's letters. It gives practical advice on how life 
together in Christ can be sustained in families and 
groups. The role of personal prayer, worship in common, 
everyday work, and Christian service is treated in simple, 
almost biblical, words. Life Together serves as bread to all 
who are hungry for the real life of Christian fellowship.

Burrough’s writings, some pub-
lished before and others after his 
death, were numerous, but The 
Rare Jewel of Christian Content-
ment is one of the most valuable of 
them all. Its author was much 
concerned to promote (1) peace 
among believers of various ‘per-
suasions’ (2) peace and content-
ment in the hearts of individual 
believers during what he describes 
as ‘sad and sinking times’. The 
Rare Jewel concentrates upon this 
second aim. It is marked by sanity, 
clarity, aptness of illustration, and 
warmth of appeal to the heart. 

Brother Lawrence was a man of humble beginnings who discovered the greatest 
secret of living in the kingdom of God here on earth. It is the art of "practicing 
the presence of God in one single act that does not end." He often stated that it 
is God who paints Himself in the depths of our soul. We must merely open our 
hearts to receive Him and His loving presence. For centuries this unparalleled 

classic has given both blessing and instruction to those who can be content with 
nothing less than knowing God in all His majesty and feeling His loving pres-

ence throughout each simple day.



biography
A Chance to Die is a vibrant portrayal of Amy Carmichael, an Irish missionary and writer who 
spent fifty-three years in south India without furlough. There she became known as "Amma," or 
"mother," as she founded the Dohnavur Fellowship, a refuge for underprivileged children.
Amy's life of obedience and courage stands as a model for all who claim the name of Christ. She 
was a woman with desires and dreams, faults and fears, who gave her life unconditionally to serve 
her Master.

Elisabeth Elliot was a young missionary in Ecuador when members of a violent Amazonian tribe 
savagely speared her husband Jim and his four colleagues. Incredibly, prayerfully, Elisabeth took 
her toddler daughter, snakebite kit, Bible, and journal . . . and lived in the jungle with the 
Stone-Age people who killed her husband. Compelled by her friendship and forgiveness, many 
came to faith in Jesus.  Author Ellen Vaughn uses Elisabeth’s private, unpublished journals, and 
candid interviews with her family and friends, to paint the adventures and misadventures God 
used to shape one of the most influential women in modern church history. It’s the story of a 
hilarious, sensual, brilliant, witty, self-deprecating, sensitive, radical, and surprisingly relatable 
person utterly submitted to doing God’s will, no matter how high the cost.

A beloved, profoundly moving account of the author's marriage, the couple's search for faith and 
friendship with C. S. Lewis, and a spiritual strength that sustained Vanauken after his wife's 
untimely death. Replete with 18 letters from C.S. Lewis, A Severe Mercy addresses some of the 
universal questions that surround faith--the existence of God and the reasons behind tragedy.

Through the research and reflections of author Jasmine Holmes, you will be inspired by what 
each of these exceptional women can teach us about the intersections of faith and education, 
birth, privilege, opportunity, and so much more. Carved in Ebony will take you past the predom-
inantly white, male contributions that seemingly dominate history books and church history to 
discover how Black women have been some of the main figures in defining the landscape of 
American history and faith.



christian living
& culture

Channeling state-of-the-art research, personal stories, and careful biblical study, Confronting 
Christianity explores 12 questions that keep many of us from considering faith in Christ. Look 
more closely, McLaughlin argues, and the reality of suffering, the complexity of sexuality, the 
desire for diversity, the success of science, and other seeming roadblocks to faith become 
signposts. Jesus becomes not a relic from the ancient world, but our modern world’s best hope.

In He Saw That It Was Good, activist and recording artist Sho Baraka wrestles deeply and 
honestly with these questions, gives you permission to do the same, and shows a 
hard-earned path to creative change. With Sho, you’ll engage with art, justice, and history. 
Learn from the powerful principles of historic movements, explore why it’s important to 
cultivate your creative calling (no matter what you do!), and discover a fresh look at how 
the gospel can transform how you see God, your neighbor, your work, and your world. 

Ever wish you had divine guidance and ethical insight for living your life more fully? It's 
right there in God's timeless list of instructions, better known as the Ten Command-
ments! Let Wilkin show you the beauty, freedom, and power to be found in following the 
Lord in obedience and holiness.

The pandemic, political dissension, racial division, abuse scandals---contempo-
rary churches are navigating a lot of potholes, and some wonder if it's really 
worthwhile to gather each week. Hansen and Leeman say yes! Underscoring the 
importance of in-person preaching, teaching, membership, and more, they 
remind readers that the discipline of being physically present is vital to God's 
mission.



In this follow-up to the New York Times Bestseller the Color of Compromise, 
Jemar Tisby offers an array of actionable items to confront racism. How to 
Fight Racism introduces a simple framework—the A.R.C. Of Racial 
Justice—that teaches readers to consistently interrogate their own actions and 
maintain a consistent posture of anti-racist behavior.

Rembrandt Is in the Wind by Russ Ramsey is part art history, part biblical study, part 
philosophy, and part analysis of the human experience; but it's all story. An invitation 

to discover some of the world’s most celebrated artists and works, it presents the beauty 
of the gospel in a way that speaks to our most common struggles and longings.

Three seemingly unremarkable principles shape and strengthen the Christian 
life: listening to God's voice, speaking to him in prayer, and joining with his 

people as the church. Though often viewed as normal and routine, the everyday 
"habits of grace" we cultivate give us access to these God-designed channels 

through which his live and power flow--including the greatest joy of all: know-
ing and enjoying Jesus.

How can Jesus' followers grow in grace and godliness? In this follow-up to 
Gentle and Lowly: The Heart of Christ for Sinners and Sufferers, Ortlund 
explains that sanctification does not happen by doing more or becoming 
better, but by going deeper into the gospel truths that washed over us when we 
were first united with Christ.



growing place
book club selections

Get ahead by reading this summer!
Book club meets 11:30 -1 in the library

Young Reuben Land has little doubt that miracles happen all around us, suspect-
ing that his own father is touched by God. When his older brother flees a contro-
versial murder charge, Reuben, along with his older sister and father, set off on a 
journey that will take them to the Badlands and through a landscape more 
extraordinary than they could have anticipated. Enger's novel is at once a heroic 
quest and a haunting meditation on the possibility of magic in the everyday world.

DISCUSSION FEBRUARY 13, 2023

In Gospelbound, Collin Hansen and Sarah Eekhoff Zylstra counter these growing 
fears with a robust message of resolute hope for anyone hungry for good news. Join 
them in exploring profound stories of Christians who are quietly changing the world 
in the name of Jesus—from the wild world of digital media to the stories of ancient 
saints and unsung contemporary activists on the frontiers of justice and mercy. 
Discover how, in these dark times, the light of Jesus shines even brighter. You haven’t 
heard the whole story. And that’s good news. 

Discussion April 17, 2023

Carson's father was a pastor in Quebec during the decades when French Canada 
moved from the persecution of Baptist ministers to spectacular Protestant church 
growth and revival. Through the elder Carson's journals plus narrative and histor-
ical background supplied by his son, you'll experience a firsthand account of the 
sacrifices---and sweetness---of serving God.

Discussion November 14, 2022

In this theological classic Murray first explores the necessity, nature, perfection, and 
extent of the atonement. He then goes on to expound the biblical teaching about 
calling, regeneration, faith and repentance, justification, adoption, sanctification, 
perseverance, union with Christ, and glorification.

Discussion September 12, 2022
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