
September 6, 2020 George Robertson 

Immanuel 
Exodus 33:1-23 

The LORD said to Moses, “Depart; go up from here, you and the people whom you have brought up out of  the land of  
Egypt, to the land of  which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘To your offspring I will give it.’ I will send an 
angel before you, and I will drive out the Canaanites, the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the 
Jebusites. Go up to a land flowing with milk and honey; but I will not go up among you, lest I consume you on the way, for 
you are a stiff-necked people.” 

When the people heard this disastrous word, they mourned, and no one put on his ornaments. For the LORD had said to 
Moses, “Say to the people of  Israel, ‘You are a stiff-necked people; if  for a single moment I should go up among you, I 
would consume you. So now take off  your ornaments, that I may know what to do with you.’” Therefore the people of  
Israel stripped themselves of  their ornaments, from Mount Horeb onward. 

Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the camp, far off  from the camp, and he called it the tent of  meeting. 
And everyone who sought the LORD would go out to the tent of  meeting, which was outside the camp. Whenever Moses 
went out to the tent, all the people would rise up, and each would stand at his tent door, and watch Moses until he had gone 
into the tent. When Moses entered the tent, the pillar of  cloud would descend and stand at the entrance of  the tent, and the 
LORD would speak with Moses. And when all the people saw the pillar of  cloud standing at the entrance of  the tent, all 
the people would rise up and worship, each at his tent door. Thus the LORD used to speak to Moses face to face, as a 
man speaks to his friend. When Moses turned again into the camp, his assistant Joshua the son of  Nun, a young man, 
would not depart from the tent. 

Moses said to the LORD, “See, you say to me, ‘Bring up this people,’ but you have not let me know whom you will send 
with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have also found favor in my sight.’ Now therefore, if  I have 
found favor in your sight, please show me now your ways, that I may know you in order to find favor in your sight. 
Consider too that this nation is your people.” And he said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” And 
he said to him, “If  your presence will not go with me, do not bring us up from here. For how shall it be known that I have 
found favor in your sight, I and your people? Is it not in your going with us, so that we are distinct, I and your people, from 
every other people on the face of  the earth?” 

And the LORD said to Moses, “This very thing that you have spoken I will do, for you have found favor in my sight, and 
I know you by name.” Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before 
you and will proclaim before you my name ‘The LORD.’ And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show 
mercy on whom I will show mercy. But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for man shall not see me and live.” And the 
LORD said, “Behold, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock, and while my glory passes by I will put 
you in a cleft of  the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by. Then I will take away my hand, and 
you shall see my back, but my face shall not be seen.” (Exodus 33) 

The presence of  the Lord is better than life itself  (cf. Ps. 63:3), so we must stay near to him through. . . 

I. Repentance (vv. 1-6) 
What do you do when God hides his face? What the Israelites did—repent furiously. Repentance is 
always a good idea, no matter the situation because our hearts are constantly wandering. But sometimes 
repentance requires radical steps tangibly representing new choices. This is what the Israelites did by 
stripping off  their gold jewelry. Not only was it the gold from their ears by which they made the calf  
(cm. Gen. 35:2-4), jewelry represented joy in the Ancient Near East even as people here wear jewelry to 
a celebration. Spontaneously they stripped away these symbols of  celebration to show the Lord they 
were deeply heartbroken.  

II. Prayer (vv. 7-13) 
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Whereas the Israelites withdrew and mourned, Moses took action and pitched a tent in God’s presence. 
Apparently this wasn’t the first time, Moses had to camp out before the Lord on behalf  of  the stiff-
necked Israelites. Moses says he “used to” indicating he had to do it often (7). This is model 
intercession. It’s the way we must pray for each other. Don’t wait until people are worthy of  being 
prayed for before you ask God to be merciful. Be thankful to Jesus, he doesn’t make that the same 
condition of  his prayers for you and me! Just as repentance is always appropriate, praying for mercy is 
always appropriate to. Be honest with the Lord, “These children. . .my parents. . .my students. . .my 
pastor. . .my elected officials. . .my fellow citizens don’t deserve it, Lord, but please draw near to them.”  

III. Mercy (vv. 14-23) 
Now Moses again proves he is the anticipation of  Jesus by his full identification with his people, “If  
your presence will not go with me, do not bring us up from here” (15). Moses so completely unites 
himself  to his people that he will not accept the gift of  God’s presence for himself  if  it doesn’t 
include his people—“If  you withdraw from my people, you withdraw from me.” This is a love the 
world does not know. It is to say, “These people in this family, this church, this city are mine, and no 
matter how ‘unworthy’ they become, I will love them and plead God’s grace for them.”  

Questions for Reflection/Discussion: 
1. What did you learn from this passage? 
2. What does this passage show you about what it means to be united to Jesus? 
3. How does God’s grace revealed in this passage motivate you to respond? 
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